Ancient Palette Color Chart

Color Name

Ancient Source

Symbolism

Royal Purple

Sea snails (Tyrian purple)

Power, royalty, wealth

Egyptian Blue

Lapis lazuli stone

Heaven, truth, protection

Ochre Yellow

Clay with iron oxide

Sun, warmth, life

Cinnabar Red

Mercury ore or clay pigments

Power, energy, danger

Carbon Black

Burnt wood or charcoal

Mystery, night, death

Chalk White

Crushed chalk or gypsum

Purity, sacredness

Shade




